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REMARKS 

This amendment is submitted in response to the Official Letter dated April 23, 
2004. Claims 1, 5 and 16 have been amended, without prejudice or disclaimer. New 
claims 18-20 have been added. No new matter has been introduced. Twenty (20) claims 
are pending and remain for consideration. Favorable reconsideration of the pending 
claims is respectfully requested. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 16 has been amended to include the open-ended transitional, "comprising," 
to provide the Applicants the broadest possible protection that Applicants are entitled. 
The amendment was not made to overcome a prior art rejection, or otherwise to render 
the claim patentable over prior art. 

35U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1, 3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102, as anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 4,900,182, issued to Stillwagon. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is 
found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference. 
Verdegaal Bros, v Union Oil Co. of California, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 
1987). The identical invention must be shown in as complete detail as is contained in 
the claim. Richardson v Suzuki Motor Co., 9 USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 
The elements must be arranged as required by the applicant's claim. In re Bond, 15 
USPQ2d 1566 (Fed. Cir. 1990). 

Claim 1 recites a receiving member having a receiving formation having an 
internal cross-sectional shape which cooperates "at least with the flat portions" of an 
external cross-sectional shape of an elongate member "to prevent relative movement" 
between the receiving member and elongate member "about a longitudinal axis" of the 
elongate member. 
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The Examiner asserts that Stillwagon shows the invention recited in claim 1. In 
particular, the Examiner states that Stillwagon shows a receiving member 20 that has an 
internal cross sectional shape including parts 52 that cooperate with flat portions of an 
elongate member 14 to prevent relative rotation about the longitudinal axis of the 
elongate member. 

Stillwagon actually shows an inner shell 20 having a plurality of radial openings 
23 and a ball 52 in each of the openings. The balls are loosely arranged in the openings 
and thus are not included as part of the inner shell. See col. 4, lines 55-65. Although a 
cam segment 37 cooperates with the balls to provide a frictional gripping of a bar 14 (see 
col. 5, lines 19-22), the balls do not cooperate with "the flat portions 11 of the bar to 
prevent relative "rotation about the longitudinal axis" of the bar. Instead, the balls 
cooperate with an arcuate surface 17 (see col. 6, lines 43-5 1) of the bar to grip the bar to 
prevent "axial movement" (not rotation) in at least one direction (see col. 37-43). In fact, 
the balls act in the manner of bearings to assist in the relative twisting of the bar 14 and 
collar 12 to release the locking action created by the ball on the arcuate surface (see col. 
7, lines 14-26). 

Since Stillwagon fails to show each and every element as set forth in claim 1 in 
as complete detail as is contained in the claim, claim 1 is not anticipated by 
Stillwagon. Consequently, the rejection of claim 1 is improper and claim 1 is 
allowable as written. Withdrawal of the rejection and favorable reconsideration of the 
claim is respectfully requested. 

Claims 2-4 and 9 depend from claim 1 and should be allowable for at least the 
same reasons as claim 1, as set forth above. Favorable reconsideration of these claims 
is respectfully requested. 

Claims 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102, as anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 4,813,693, issued to Lockard. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Claims 12, 16 and 17 recite a receiving member having a receiving formation 
and a clamp including "a locating element" that cooperates with the respective 
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"formations" in an elongate member and a receiving member to position the elongate 
member in the direction of its length relative to the receiving member. 

Lockard discloses an elongate member, a receiving member, and a clamp but 
the elongate member and the receiving member do not have "formations", as recited in 
the claims, or a clamp that includes "a locating element" that cooperates with 
"respective formations" in the elongate member and the receiving member. 
Consequently, the rejection of claims 12, 16 and 17 is improper. Withdrawal of the 
rejection and favorable reconsideration of these claims is respectfully requested. 

Claims 13-15 depend from claim 12 and should be allowable for at least the same 
reasons as claim 12, as set forth above. Favorable reconsideration of these claims is 
respectfully requested. 

35 U.S.C. $ 103 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103, as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 4,006,993, issued to Woerlee, in view of Stillwagon. 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite a structural frame assembly. Woerlee 
discloses an arrangement for mounting a gear to a shaft, not frame assembly, as recited 
in claim 1 . Stillwagon does not disclose a frame assembly and thus does not cure the 
deficiency in Woerlee. Consequently, claim 1 should be allowable over Woerlee in 
view of Stillwagon. Claims 2-4 depend from claim 1 and should be allowable for at 
least the same reasons as claim 1 . Favorable reconsideration of these claims is 
respectfully requested. 

New Claims 

Claims 18-20 have been added. These claims depend from claims 1, 12 and 16, 
respectively, and thus include all the limitations of claims 1,12 and 16. Moreover, 
these claims require the elongate member and the receiving member to be frame 
components of a personal mobility vehicle. None of the prior art of record discloses or 
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suggests the invention recited in claims 18-20. Consequently, claims 18-20 are 
believed to be allowable as presented. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants acknowledge that claims 5-8 have been indicated as allowable if 
rewritten in independent form. Claim 5 has been rewritten in independent form and 
thus should be in condition for allowance. Claims 6-8 depend from claim 5 and 
should be allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 5. 

Allowed Claims 

Applicants acknowledge that claims 10 and 1 1 have been allowed. 

In view of the amendments and above remarks, it is believed that the application 
is in condition for allowance. Accordingly, a Notice of Allowance is respectfully 
requested. 
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